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Present:  Fr. Matthew Jacob, James DeGuire, Jim Karolewicz, Manny Martinez, Bob Meyers, Doug Patch, Joe Russell, 
Mary Tobin, Lisa Wright 

• Upcoming Sunday Gospel Reading and Reflection:  The meeting began at 7:10 with a reading of the Gospel 
according to Matthew, Chapter 1, verses 18-24, followed by reflections shared among attendees.  

 

• Housekeeping Items 
o Approval of November Meeting Minutes – a motion to approve the minutes was made by Manny 

Martinez and seconded by Doug Patch. The motion passed unanimously. 
o Next Pastoral Council Meeting will be Tuesday, January 17th at 7pm.   

 

• Parish Councils Congress Recap 
o Jim distributed handouts from the November 19th Archdiocese Parish Councils Congress. A Drop Box 

has been set up where council members can access the video recordings from the Parish Councils 
Congress sessions. Jim will send a link to all Council members. These tools represent ‘best practices’ for 
parish councils and can be used to evaluate our parish and to help establish a strategic plan.  Council 
members should review these materials. 

 

• Synod on Synodality 
o A discussion was held on the Archdiocese’s Synthesis of the Synod of Synodality – a document 

summarizing the results of a 2022 study to identify the biggest challenges facing the archdiocese of 
Milwaukee. Of the ten key themes identified, the Lumen Christi focus / priority will be on Families. 

 

• Pastoral Update:   
o January 8th, Epiphany, is our Parish Feast Day. Archbishop Listecki will celebrate the 9am mass and 

there is a special Hospitality planned by Catholic Formation for all masses that weekend Fr. 
Matthew invited the Pastoral Council to the All-Staff Retreat on February 17th to 
participate in joint Pastoral planning and visioning for the next year. 
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• Commission Reports and Actions:  Updates were provided regarding the following commissions: 

o Prayer and Worship: Over 300 people attended Lessons and Carols and the Hospitality sponsored by 
the Choir and Liturgy team on Sunday, December 11th. It was a vibrant event, attended by young and 
old.  The Prayer and Worship Commission delivered 38 poinsettias to home-bound parishioners this 
Christmas season. 

o Stewardship: This committee is establishing a more extensive program for engaging new parishioners 
on a one-to-one basis. 

o Catholic Formation: A fun event for children / families is planned for the hospitality after the mass on 
Epiphany, January 8. 

o Buildings and Ground: The building plan has been finalized.  
o Finance Council: The Helping Hand policy is being re-drafted. Love One Another Campaign will kick off 

in 2023. The Parish launch dinner will be held Thursday, February 17th with the Archbishop. 
 

• Closing: The meeting closed at approximately 8:45 PM with a prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Mary Tobin 


